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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. The listing of a reference herein is not an admission that the reference is prior 
art or that the reference is material to patentability. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with the application. No 
certification or fee is required. 

Some of the listed references have been cited in counterpart foreign applications. An 
English language copy of the International Search Report (for application No. 
PCT/EP2004/008090) is attached for the Examiner's information. Although Applicants do not 
acquiesce in the characterization of the references listed in the search report, especially with 
respect to the currently pending U.S. claims, the search report identifies the concise explanation 
of relevance of the cited references. Specifically, a concise explanation of relevance of German 
language references DE 102 03 198 A 1 and DE 100 06 081 Al is identified in the search report. 
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In addition, a further concise explanation of relevance of references DE 102 03 198 Al and DE 
100 06 081 Al is identified in the attached Delphion and Derwent records and in the reference 
figures. Applicants retain the right to obtain a translation of the references in the future if such 
action is deemed helpful to advance prosecution. 

Please note that the following foreign language references have English language 
counterparts, which are presumed to have corresponding subject matter as the foreign language 
references and are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,616,275 is an English language counterpart to WO 01/12113 Al; 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/102767 Al is an English language counterpart to WO 
02/28305 Al; 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0107708 is an English language counterpart to WO 
03/057023 Al; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,373,135 is an English language counterpart to DE 39 26 859 C2; and 
U.S. Patent No. 6,326,589 Bl is an English language counterpart to DE 197 41 329 CI. 
This application was filed after June 30, 2003; therefore, copies of cited U.S. patents and 
U.S. published applications are not included. 



Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, PA. 
4800 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 
Telephone: (612)349-3001 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 16-0631. 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL 

"Express Mail" mailing label number EV494287735US. Date of Deposit: January 23, 2006. I hereby certify that this paper is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on 
the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Bex 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or n< 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.govorMPEP901.04. 3 Enti 

by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 'For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document ! Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English 
language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting 
the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 2. 
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an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting 
the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 
take 120 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary 
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing 
this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, 
DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

// you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-91 99 (1 -800- 786-9199) and select option 2. 
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